variables were not standardized prior to the computation of Euclidean distances between ecoregions. After correction for this issue, the interpretations are modified. The exclusive role of altitude variation should be neglected. Most of the altitudinal variation is now correlated variation between the factors considered, as detailed in the new Figure 5 (gray bars). The exception to this pattern is seen in the endemic component in the highest elevation range (Fig. 5B ) where altitude explains a portion of the variability. A new version of Figure 5 is provided below.
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